



August 1, 2019 


Dear Parent or Guardian,


We are excited to announce that Clover School District is one of ten South Carolina school 
systems recently selected by the Education Oversight Committee as part of an eLearning 
Pilot Program for the 2019-20 school year. Five districts were a part of the initial cohort and 
will mentor our program this year. This program allows students to work virtually from home 
when the District is closed.  CSD will use eLearning days for inclement weather or for unusual 
disruptions to the regular school schedule when it is possible. We have compiled a list of 
Frequently Asked Questions to help parents, students, and teachers begin to prepare.


What is the eLearning Pilot? 
eLearning is the use of technology to enable students to learn anytime and anywhere. We will 
use eLearning days when school is closed due to a disruption of normal activities (i.e. 
weather, power-outage).


What is an eLearning day? 
On eLearning days, students and teachers do not report to school, but will complete 
classroom activities using technology (grades 3-12). We can use up to three eLearning days 
as is appropriate for the events that arise in a given school year and will decide if we use 
consecutive days on a case-by-case basis. Not every inclement weather day will be an 
eLearning day, only those days for which the district can proactively plan and share materials.


How and when will students and parents know if an eLearning day will take place? 
We will communicate school cancellations and the announcement of an eLearning day 
through phone calls, district/school websites, social media (Facebook and Twitter), and local 
media. eLearning days will be called in advance of the event to allow the district to be 
proactive in sharing lesson materials with students. 


How will students be informed about assignments during an eLearning day? 
In grades 3-12, teachers will post their assignments in Canvas.  When possible, students will 
download their assignments to their iPad or MacBook ahead of time at school. Students who 
are day-users will be given alternate assignments the day before the event. 


What about my child in PK-2nd grade? 
Students in these grades do not have take-home devices.  When an eLearning day looks 
likely, activities will be sent home.  Your student will need guidance at home to complete the 
activities. These activities will be available online if a family has access and wishes to 
complete them electronically. 


How will students get help on their assignments on an eLearning day? 
Teachers will be available through Canvas and email which will be posted in their Canvas 
course as listed on the Staff Directory page of the school website.


How much school work will students be required to accomplish? 
We will not overload our students with busy work but will provide meaningful learning 
activities related to their current unit of study.  Assignments should take a reasonable amount 



of time to complete when on task. We are required to provide work for a minimum of 200 
minutes per day to be exchanged for time students would have been in the classroom.


When will assignments be due? 
As students complete their work, they should upload their assignments.  If an Internet 
connection is not available, they will have up to three school days once school resumes a 
normal schedule to turn in assigned work.


How are attendance and grading handled? 
All students will initially be counted as present on the eLearning day.  However, if the assigned 
work is not completed and submitted within the 3-day grace period, the student must be 
coded as absent on the day that school was cancelled.  Failure to complete this work will be 
graded in accordance with the teacher’s grading policy.


Do students with identified special learning needs have an alternative means to access 
their education on eLearning days?   
Yes, individual supports, services and accommodations for students with an Individual 
Education Program (IEP), English Learners or a Section 504 Plan will be followed.


What about my child who receives supplemental support from Special Education 
(resource, speech, OT, PT, vision, hearing) or who is in a preschool disabilities class or a 
special eduction class which focuses on functional or life skills? 
Students will complete eLearning online or a packet of relevant skill work that is sent home, 
which aligns with their IEP goals.


What if we do not have Internet access at home or have loss of power? 
Students who don’t have Internet access can download lesson materials before leaving 
school to work at home. The completed work can be uploaded once school resumes. While 
battery life depends on many factors, fully charged iPads and MacBook Airs should function 
unplugged for ample time to complete work and could be charged once power is restored.


Will my student have an opportunity to learn more about how an eLearning day works? 
Yes, our schools will schedule a Mock eLearning day where students will come to school, and 
teachers will show students how to retrieve and complete their digital lessons just like they 
will do during a real eLearning day. Teachers will also remind students periodically of the 
process for retrieving and submitting school work digitally with regard to eLearning and will be 
proactive before anticipated events in assisting students in downloading any content they 
may need to have on their devices.


The main point to remember is that this is a pilot.  We know there will be some challenges and 
opportunities for improvement.  The purpose is to collect feedback to help develop a model 
that can be successful in all schools in SC.  We should all be proud that our district was 
selected for having the capacity and potential to implement this promising program. If you 
have any questions or comments you would like to share, please feel free to contact me.


With warmest regards,


Sheila B. Quinn, Ed.D.

Superintendent


